
Due to the globalization of  economy and the gradual shift of  values, 
the principles of  openness and public involvement are becoming 
increasingly more present in the areas of  architecture and urban 
planning in Latvia.

University campuses are no longer unapproachable, introverted 
institutions avoiding the rest of  the public, instead they have 
become active participants in the economy and urban placemaking, 
and together with other knowledge institutions they enhance the 
national competitiveness by producing qualified and motivated 
specialists, and creating innovations with high added value.

How can architecture and environment support this positive effect? 
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What role does knowledge infrastructure play in the 21 century 
economy? Considering the changes planned in the next few years in 
Pardaugava — Riga’s neighbourhood on the left bank of  Daugava 
— Riga City Architect’s Office, together with the INTERREG 
Central Baltic programme project „Live Baltic Campus” 
represented by the University of  Latvia and Riga Planning Region, 
propose to discuss these questions at this international three-day 
conference dedicated to knowledge economy and development of  
modern knowledge centres.


